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THE PACIFIC AND THE FAR EAST

President Theodore Roosevelt stated in 1905 that "Our future history
will be more determined by our position on the Pacific facing China, than
by our position on the Atlantic facing Europe."

Thirty-six years later,

the United States entered the Second World war when the Japanese attacked
Pearl Harbor in the Pacific.

The average American citizen who had never

had any occasion to study the lands and peoples of the Far East suddenly
realized that his very security was at stake by the military aggression of
an Asiatic power.
The Pacific Ocean occupies almost one-half of the water surface of the
earth.

It extends for 10,000 miles from Panama to Singapore and for 10,000

miles :f'rom. Bering Strait to Antarctica.

Only a globe can accurately show

the great expanse of the Pacific; a flat map cannot
this great ocean.
Pacific.

port~y

the vastness of

For instance, Pearl Harbor is at the crossroads of the

Yet San Francisco in the United States is 2400 miles away; Yokohama

in Japan is 3900 miles distant; and Manila in the Philippines is over 5500
miles away.
Shipe on the sea and planes in the air,travelling a long distance, follow
a great circle route which is the shortest distance between two points on the
globe.

Vessels, travelling the 5200 miles from San Francisco to Yokohama,

follow the great circle route by way of the North Pacific.

The great circle

routes of the air :f'rom New York City to Tokyo, or :f'rom Seattle to Chungking,
or from Kansas City to Shanghai cross the American possession of Alaska.
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But distances have changed from the months of the clipper ship to the
days of the clipper plane.

It took a clipper s hip more than three months to

cross the Pacific; it takes a clipper plane less than seven days.

Today no

spot on earth is distant from any other spot by more than sixty hours flying
time.

Distance may now be expressed in terms of hours and not in terms of

space.
Most of the islands of the Pacific Ocean are in the western two-thirds
between 30 degrees north and 30 degrees south of the equator.
one-third of the basin possesses

The eastern

very few islands with the exception of the

Hawaiians which command the eastern Pacific.

The Hawaiian islands are a vital

anchor in the triangle of American defense in the Pacific Ocean - a triangle
formed by Alaska, Hawaii, and Panama.

The greatest gap in the maritime com-

munications of the British Commonwealth-Empire occurs in the eastern Pacific
)

due to the general absence of islands in this area with the exception of the
Hawaiians under the American flag.
A number of narrow entrances into the Pacific have acquired strategic
significance.

The Panama Canal is the vital link between the Atlantic and

the Pacific oceans at the isthmus between North and South America.

Singapore

at the Malacca Strait was once the bastion of the western Pacific, guarding
three-fourths of the land surface of the British Commonwealth-Empire, defending the British and the Dutch possessions in the southwest Pacific, and protecting the eastern approaches to the lands of the Indian Ocean.

The Strait

of Magellan under the flag of Chile near the tip of South America plays its
role in the strategy of the Pacific.

Only

one and one-half miles in Bering

Strait separate Big Diomede Island owned by the Soviet Union from Little
Diomede Island owned by the United States.

Page 3

Ma.ny of the islands of the Pacific Ocean are volcanic.

~Qia.:'~re,. . .;:JAaH;8!l ! l!.e8._to recognize

the volcanic cone of Fujiyama. in

w . .( .

1\nerican airmen w e p. (..

Japanhi~ ~

the Hawaiians is the most picturesque crater under the stars and stripes.
Pago Pago, an American naval base in the Samoan Islands, is said to be the
crater of an extinct volcano.
ily coral.

Wake where

~

Same islands of the Pacific Ocean are primar-

American

~~

marines~ravely

resisted the Japanese

invaders during the early days of the war is a coral island.

Tarawa whose

costly conquest many Americans have seen in a technicolor movie has a coral
formation.

The Japanese naval base of Truk

~~19k ua&~ ae~Pftl!sea

ana

~-

Americans have followed the practice of Europeans in using the term Far
East.

Actually the Far East of Europe is the Near West of the United States.

The term Far East is subject to various interpretations.

It may be restricted

to China, Korea, and Japan or it may be extended to all of eastern Asia and
itQ neighboring islands from Burma to the Arctic.

Even India has sometimes
I

been included in the Far East although the Middle East may be considered a
more appropriate term for the inclusion of India.
If the Far East is defined as the mainland areas of China, Korea, Burma,
Thailand, Indo-China, and British Malaya and the island areas of the Netherlands
East Indies, the Philippines, Japan, and Formosa, the Far East includes almost
one-third of the population of the world and more than one-eighth of the land
surface of the earth.

The eastern areas of Siberia under the Russian flag may

be included in the Far East.

The Khabarovsk and the Maritime territories of the

Russian Soviet Federated Socialist Republic include the entire Pacific margin
from Yladivostok to the Arctic Ocean.

Not to be ignored is the island of
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Sakhalin which

~
~

divided between the Soviet Union and Japan by the fiftieth

.t.J.M~~~ ~tw.~4~~ ·

parallel~

.

Siberia itself, one and one-half times as large as the United

States, extends from the Urals in the west to the Pacific in the east and
from central Asia in the south to the Arctic in the north.

The broad division of the peoples of the world into the Mongolian, Caucasian, and Negroid races is not valid.

However, the largest racial group in the

Far East is the Chinese and the most spoken language is the Tibeto-Chinese.
Some of the most densely populated areas in the world are in parts of Japan,
China, and the Netherlands East Indies.
of religions.

Asia has been called the birthplace

The religions of the Far East are many, such as Shinto in Japm,

Buddhism in Burma, and Mohammedanism, Confucianism and Taoism in China.

The

Filipinos are the only people of the Far East that are pr:Unarily Christian.
Some of the oldest civilizations of history arose in the river valleys of the
Yangtze kiang and the Hwang ho in China.

Chinese civilization made a great

impression upon all the neighboring countries of China including Japan.

The

civilization that arose in the valleys of the Indus and Ganges in India exerted a strong influence along the coast of southern Asia and the outlying islands.

East ern Asia is also important in trade.

source for many

The Far East was a great

supplies of the United States before the outbreak of the

Pacific war such as rubber, tin, quinine, Manila hemp, copra, jute, kapok,
silk, and tungsten.
Most of the countries of the world with territorial possessions in the
WU!tO IN tltt.
Far EastAape sew ~ war in the Pacific. Five of the seven world powers in

1939 had possessions in the Pacific area - the United States, Japan, the
British Commonwealth-Empire, France, and the Soviet Union.

Germany lost her

possessions in the Pacific as a result of the First World war and Italy never
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a;f tt.,.
had any territories in the area.

~ ~I

Ia tR.&- <:Q1.U'Se of the pzesenb li'MI, China

lias '8ee!'l classed with the ''Big Four" of the United Nations.

MJ

The other coun-

tries with territories in the Pacific are the Netherlands with the richest
colonial possession in the world, the Netherlands East Indies: Thailand or
Siam, the only independent country in southern-eastern Asia, the Philippine
llt&

Commonwealth on the way to complete independence from AUnited States, Australia, Canada and New Zealand, members of the British Commonwealth of Nations,
Portugal with the remnants in Timor and Macao of a colonial empire, and the
Latin American states from Mexico to Chile all of whom

~

~rs

aew belligerents

in the Second World War.

The major power of the Pacific is the United States.

This country has

an excellent location separated from Asia by the Pacific and from Europe by
the Atlantic.
country.

The United States has the longest coastline of any Pacific

The natural resources of the United States are not excelled by any

other nation of the Pacific.
American possessions in the Pacific
systematic plan of expansion.

Oce~~

have not been acquired by any

However, a definite pattern in the American

possessions appears on a pre-war map of the Pacific.

From Hawaii in the Alaska-

Hawaii-Panama triangle of defense, one line of American possessions extends west
through Midway, Wake >and Guam to the Philippines and another line southwest
through Johnston and Palmyra to American Samoa.
~~dway

island was claimed by the United States in 1859.

The famous naval

battle of

~tidway

Pacifico

William Seward, Secretary of State under Abraham Lincoln, was instru-

in-1942 turned the Japanese forces back toward the western

mental in the purchase of Alaska from Russia in 1867.
the strategical importance of Alaska evident.

Only

in an air age is

The Spanish-American war turned
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the attention of the American people to the Pacific.
~•ere

Guam

The Philippines and

acquired from Spain; Hawaii was annexed in 1898 by a joint resolu-

tion of Congress; the United States received a part of Samoa in 1899 including the important island of Tutuila; Wake Island was fo:rmall,v acquired by the
United States in the same year but was uninhabited until 1935; the Panama
Canal Zone was established in 1903 and the Panama Canal was opened in 1914.
On the western shores of the Pacific, Japan emerged as the first oriental
state to acquire the status of a world pow·er.
size of Montana, a population of
Japan

~

75'",ooo,ooo,

With a mainland area about the
and limited natural resouf:ls,

conquered a vast area in the Pacific and Far

.

1:L.

East~l853

~·

Commodore

Perry opened the doors of Japan; in 1941 a modernized Nippon challenged the
Anglo-Saxon powers of the West; ~~ fq'fS" ~ ~.£..ad~ ~
~ .k~ 'to~ '1~J ~ .
If the Japanese ~ restricted to their four main islands after ~e
pP9Q9Bt

conflict, an empire of more than 3,000,000 square miles and more
~~~

than 300,000,000 non-Japanese subjects ~TQ\ilEl "Be taken fran the warlords of
Tokyo.
The building of the Japanese Empire has been very opportunistic.

The

first steps were the acquisition of the three approaches to Japan from the
Pacific.

These island ladders 'irere the Kuriles to the northeast, the Ryukyus

to the southwest and the Izu-Bonin-Volcano islands to the southeast.

Follow-

ing the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895 Formosa and the Pescadores were acquired
from China; after the Russo-Japanese War ten years later southern Sakhalin and
the Tsar•s lease on Port Arthur and Dairen were taken from Russia.
annexed in 1910.

Korea was

After the First World Har the German islands of the ca.rolines,

Marshalls, and the Marianas were turned over to Japan as a "C" mandate.
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In 1931 the Japanese marched into Manchuria and two years later into
Jehol.

Nipponese penetration continued from 1933 to 1937 in North China

and Inner Mongolia. After the outbreak of hostilities betweeen Japan and
China in 1937, vast areas of the Chinese Republic '\orere occupied by the
Japanese.

The Nipponese gained control of French Indo-China following the

fall of France in 1940.

After the attack on Pearl Harbor the Japanese Em-

pire grew by leaps and bounds.

The United States lost the Philippines, Guam,

Wake, and the western Aleutians; Great Britain lost Burma, Hong Kong, British
Malaya, the Solomons and the Gilberts, the Andaman and the Nicobar Islands,
British North Borneo, Sarawak, and Brunei; Holland lost the Netherlands East
Indies; and Portugal her part of Timor; Australia lost New Ireland and New
Britain, British New Guinea and parts of Papua; Nauru was seized and Thailand
was occupied.

But the conquests of Tokyo were not permanent.

Later events

in the Pacific war proved that the Japanese Empire was built on sand.
MA'(Df!..

China.._:WI :ae 11 emerging as the strong country on the western shores of
the Pacific Ocean.

Greater China has an area of over

and a population of over

&fSO

~,ooo,ooo.

4,ooo,ooo

square miles

Like the United states, China has his-

torically considered the Pacific a back door.

The Jade Gate near the Tibetan

end of the Great Wall wes for centuries the front door of China.

The arrival

of the western Europeans by sea led to a reorientation of Chinese politics.
Eventually Japan became the greatest aggressor against China .

The Japanese

invasion of Manchuria in 1931 struck the first blow at the League of Nations.
From the viewpoint of continued fighting, the Japanese attack on the Chinese

at the Harco Polo Bridge on the night of July 7, 1937 was the beginning of
the Asiatic phase of the Second World War.

China in the fiery ordeal of the

last eight years has revealed her power of resistance.
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The British, French, Dutch, and Portuguese possessions 1n the Pacific
and Far East have all experienced the vicissitudes of war.
British

hAd

~

Although the

lost more territory to the Japanese than the Americans, the

British flag still flies over large areas in this part of the world.

The

Commonwealth of Australia, the dominions of Canada and New Zealand, the Fiji,
Tonga, and Ellice Islands and New Zealand~
Samoa were all spared Japanese
conquest.

The French lost Indo-China and Kwangchowan but New Caledonia, the

Marquesas, the Society Islands, the Tuamotu Archipelago and the Anglo-French
condominium of the New Hebrides were preserved from Japanese domination.
Dutch lost all their possessions in the Far East.
cupied but not Macao.

The

Portuguese Timor was oc~

The Russian territories in the Far East Be"''e not Met!

invaded by the Japanese.
Many territorial and economic problems will face the future peacemakers
~
of the Pacific and Far East. The fall of Japan ~ remov~he strongest
power from the western shores of the Pacific Ocean.

China will have an in-

creasingly

important role to play in eastern Asia.

The power of the Soviet

Union in Eurasia will be reflected in the Far East.

The colonial peoples in

this part of the world under the

Britis~

Dutch 1 and French may oppose the re-

turn of the status quo before the conflict~he United States will have increasing responsibilities when the tides of war have ended and peace has returned to the Pacific.

Cressey, George B., Asia's Lands and Peoples. New York, 1944
Osborn, Fairfield, Editor,
Treat, Payson B. , The

~

~he

Pacific World.

New York, 1944

East. New York, 1935.

Van Valkenburg, Samuel, Editor, America

~War,

New York, 1942.

